





Riverview Brainerd History Walk 


Enjoy a nice walk or wheel along the beautiful Mississippi River in the heart of 


Brainerd, Minnesota! 
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Brainerd now offers three Brainerd History Walks...the Downtown Walk started in 
2008, the Northside Walk in June of 2015, and now they have a new RIVERVIEW 
WALK started in Sept. of 2015: 


Here is a history walk along the river on an entirely paved trail, 
so now you can print out a Walk guide booklet any time and 
start getting some exercise AND a history lesson at the same 

time! You can also follow it online on your smartphone as you 
walk. Enjoy the next 4,168 steps!!! Or, save the steps and read it 
online in the comfort of home. 


This walk starts at the lower parking lot area below North Star Apartments, UNDER the 
College Bridge, then goes to Kiwanis Park, around Boom Lake and to Buster Park. The distance 
is 1.91 miles, and it takes about an hour. Several historic sites have been marked with historic 
markers, shaded below. 


Looking back a bit to our earliest history, since you are so close! 


Had you started at the Washington St. Bridge north of here, built in 1932, at the 1971 
Centennial marker by the Dairy Queen, you would be on the spot where the town got started 
with its first buildings...a trading post, hotel and boarding house, and a saloon. This bridge is 
one of the country’s finest examples of an art deco bridge, but can be fully viewed only from the 
river bottoms. The Trading Post, at about where the PORT building/earlier Northland Clinic is 
today, was built as early as 1869, and stood for nearly 60 years. The Ferry Crossing and 
Steamboat Landing were at about the bridge location on the west bank, and some pilings still 
remain from the landing. Going south on 1*t St. you would see the Mississippi River Railroad 
Bridge built in March of 1871, collapsed under the weight of a heavily loaded train in 1875 
killing 5, replaced 1876, and in 1896 again replaced with a steel truss structure with concrete 
support piers. This crossing of the Mississippi is why we are here today! Next, you would see 
the Laurel St. Bridge, built in 1882 made of wood, replaced by steel in 1898, and again in 1980 
but of concrete. 


A forgotten but relatively recent enterprise was the Tourist Camp, AKA Tourist Park, south 
of the Laurel St. Bridge, which was started in the 1920s as a motor vehicle rest stop. It had 
cabins, covered picnic tables with gas stoves, showers, and river access. In operation from 1923 
to at least 1929, at its peak, it hosted 20,000 patrons per season. Much of the hill below the high 
rise was used to fill the swampy area in the high school’s athletic fields. This triangular plot of 
land goes back even further. Read the green White Park marker for more! 


Now let’s start our tour! 
Look for the markers, noted here in shaded print. 


-Lyman P. White interpretive marker: This man was known as the Father of Brainerd. The 
triangular plot of land you see here was donated to the city in 1921 by his son Almond A, 
White, also noted here by an interpretive marker. It is now a parking lot co-owned by the 
city and school district. 





-Steamboat Landing: This was just south of the present/2015 parking lot below the high rise. 
There are no remnants of this landing to be found, but there was a bustling steamboat business 
from here to Grand Rapids before the dam went in. On the west side was a corresponding 
landing just below the Ferry Crossing by Tyrol Hills. Look for a Steamboat Landing 
interpretive marker here. 


-Pilings: Just two remaining south of the Laurel St. Bridge, visible on a low water year just 
beyond the gate valve, these pilings made of pine driven in top-first, are all that is left of miles of 
them on the east side used to corral logs with “boom chains” waiting to be sawed downstream. 


-Storm Sewer Grate: This dated 1938 grate is one of many still in use around town, and were 
made at the Brainerd Foundry Co. just south and across the street from Kampmann Sash & 
Door. 


-Pedestrian Underpass: College Drive Bridge, built in 1975. This is the only the second 
time the town has made an underpass under a bridge, the first being under the Laurel St. Bridge 
for wagons in 1882! Please take advantage of this underpass and avoid the busy College Drive 
street. The existence of this great safety feature is NOT marked for the pedestrian to see, so you 
need to be aware of it on your own! Check out the wonderful floating fishing pier on the east 
side! Be looking for the “Cuyuna Lakes Trail Mile markers: 








FRESH WATER & RESTROOMS in the summer months. There is a water fountain in 
Kiwanis Park by the flower garden, and you will be passing by it again in a while after 
walking around Boom Lake. Enjoy Brainerd’s great WELL water! Check out the 
history kiosk on the restroom building for more info on this area. 





-Marker, Kiwanis Memorial Flower Garden in memory of Warren Myrtle Murphy: 
Sometimes called “The Mayor’s Flower Garden”, in memory of James Wallin. 


-J. J. Howe Lumber Co.: The entire area south of College Drive on the east side of the river, 
including the present soccer field area and all of the Boom Lake area was all sawmill and 
lumberyard from 1876 to 1896 when the mill burned. A RR spur went down to here as early as 
1876. There is a 1971 Brainerd Centennial Plaque and monument here stating Jerry Howe 
Mill, west of the playground equipment in Kiwanis Park. 


-RR Spur Line interpretive marker: This is by the playground equipment. 


-Boom Lake interpretive marker: This lake was named such since it was where the lumber 
company “boomed” the logs waiting to be sawed. 


-Brewery: Razed in 1924, located on the east side of Boom Lake. There was beer brewed in 
Brainerd as early as 1872, but certainly from 1880 to 1914 on this location. It was closed by 
the federal government in 1914, 5 years before national prohibition because it was within the 
confines of an Indian reservation. At one point in its later years, it brewed “Old Pilsner lager 
beer” under the name of Brainerd Brewing Co. There is a Brainerd History Group marker 
placed here, the monument built of bricks unearthed from the 2009 excavation of the site. 








-Exercise trail fitness bars: At one time in the 1980s someone built trails from the brewery to 
the top of the ski jump hill and back down past the toboggan slide ditches, and made several pull 
up bars. These have been abandoned, but some are still usable. 


-Ski Jump & Toboggan Slides: In the open area, look for ditches cut into the banks that were 
used for toboggan slides before WW 2, and are still used by kids today! The “ski slide”, as they 
were then called, was built in 1938 and abandoned after the war. Concrete footings for the 30’ 
wooden jump on top of the hill are still visible. Marker at the jump’s base. 


-Stairway to somewhere!: In the open area past Buster Park, look up towards the water 
treatment plant and you will see a stairway with a railing. This serviced something in this field, 
perhaps a water well pump house back in the 1930s. 


-Buster Park dog park: The only thing historic about this site would be that there was once a 
huge hill here, which MAY have been removed to provide fill for the still-visible berm around the 
water plant to save it from being swept away from the 1950 dam break. This has not yet been 
verified, so there is still much research to be done! 


-College Scenic Overlook: Look up on the high bank on the west side of the river and you will 
see a bit of the college, and on the highest bank 2 poles, one holding a bird nesting platform and 
the other a webcam! This is likey THE highest public view of the river in the city. 


-Outlet from Boom Lake to river: The outlet is still connecting the lake and river with a 3' 
culvert under the 1930s WPA rock bridge structure. You can see a fisheries adjustable-level gate 
on the east side of this bridge, so at one time the lake may have been used as a rearing pond. 
The lake is spring-fed so it is flowing out to the river even on a low water year. 


-Inlet from the river to Boom Lake, now gone: At one time and up until the 1940s, 
Brainerd’s only true lake had an inlet and an outlet. The inlet area is now gone, but you might 
see some indication of the stone berm wall removal in 2014. 


-Nature Bog: Pileup of trees and debris: This is just N. of what is used as a landing for 
boats, and has been piling up for decades. I always wondered why it could not be cleaned to look 
a bit nicer, until the 2014 Brainerd History Week. We had both a nature, and history walk on 
that Thurs., and accompanying us was Ken Perry. I mentioned this cleanup and he chimed an 
emphatic NO! It turns out that this accumulation of logs and leaves and sand is the PERFECT 
habitat for many kinds of birds. An avid bird watcher, he explained that they find several 
species in this mass of rubble and nowhere else! This would be a good place for a marker! 


VITAL STATS: 1.91 miles, 37:51 min., 4,168 steps, 217 calories, 52 ft. elevation (1210- 
1146), 19:48 min./mile avg., 8/16/2015 


Please share this tour with your friends, and keep in mind that this short loop is only a small 
portion of the many trails in and around Brainerd. South of Buster Park is the rest of the fully- 
paved Buffalo Hills Trail that cuts through the woods and over a pond, climbs uphill, and loops 


all the way to the east of South 6* St. and back into downtown at Laurel St. 
-CWF, 8/2015, UPDATED: 4/22/2020 


Printable copy available here: https://fertfaust.wixsite.com/brainerd-history/about3 
More Brainerd history on the City website: http://www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/335/History 





